REVISED 4/5/05

PADELFORD PACKET BOAT COMPANY
ST. PAUL NARRATION

I.
PLAYS AS SOON AS WE LEAVE DOCK

Thank you for joining us on the great and scenic Mississippi River. Today you will travel back in history to the time when European settlers first arrived in this area. Prior to their arrival this area was home to the Dakota Indian Nation.  When the Europeans arrived starting in the 1600s all the land you see on the right side of the boat became part of the Northwest Territory and everything on the left was claimed by France.  The entire area became part of America in 1803. 

The Coast Guard requires that we inform you as to the location of the safety equipment aboard the vessel. Life vests are located in specifically marked cabinets throughout the vessel.  These vests are kept in storage unless actually needed. They are put on just like a jacket. There is a strap in front that you pull across your body, clip it securely on the ring and pull the tab to take up any slack. Also, please be careful as you move about the boat. There are raised thresholds in the doorways. These thresholds are coast guard required water barriers, but they also are nasty if you trip over them. If you have any questions pertaining to riverboat safety equipment, please speak to one of our uniformed crew members. There is no smoking in the enclosed cabin areas, smoking is permitted only on the outer decks.  And, please do not throw cigarettes or anything else into the river.
So, now settle back and enjoy your cruise on the mighty Mississippi River.

II.
PAUSE

As we depart the downtown area and head up river on the right side (starboard) toward the back of the boat is the St. Paul Cathedral. It is located on the highest point in St. Paul and has a commanding presence in the city’s skyline. Construction began in 1906 and the first mass was celebrated on Palm Sunday in 1915. The Cathedral is three hundred and six feet high and has a seating capacity of approximately three thousand people.
We will soon be passing under the High Bridge. It is 126 feet above the normal river level. The present bridge was built in 1988, replacing the original bridge that was completed in 1888 and was designed to carry horse-drawn traffic.

The large structure on your right is the Excel Energy High Bridge Power Plant. It is a coal-fired facility that supplies electricity to virtually all of St. Paul.

Along the bluffs on the left there were a number of caves until recently. These caves were dug to mine the fine silica sand used in making glass. When the mining ended, it was discovered that the atmosphere inside the caves was ideal for growing mushrooms.  Mushrooms were grown there for almost a hundred years before the caves were sealed off by the city for safety reasons following two tragic parties.  Another interesting fact associated with those caves was the controversial development of a popular cheese.  University of Minnesota researchers used the caves to perfect Roquefort cheese in the 1930s.  Controversy arose when the French objected; so, today America’s version of the famous cheese is called “blue cheese.”
III. PAUSE 
The Padelford Packet Boat Company was founded in 1970 by Capt. William D. Bowell, Sr.   Captain Bowell, who brought riverboats back to St. Paul, retired in 2001, but we asked him to retell one of his favorite river stories for you today.

(Insert Capt. Bowell Talking about the Rail Road Bridge.  Pick up from old CD)

“Ahead of us is a railroad swing-bridge. This bridge was built in 1915. When the bridge was first built it was perfectly symmetrical; in other words the swing portion of the bridge looked the same on the left as it does now on the right. During the course of its construction, there was an old character, dressed in his bib overalls and smoking a corncob pipe, who would come down to the site every day with a folding chair and a jug of coffee.

If one could have looked closely, they might have detected a little twinkle in his eye. He watched the bridge being built for almost a year until the day finally came to hold the grand opening. All of the important railroad officials and city leaders were on hand. To loud cheers the big red ribbon was cut and the signal was given to open the bridge. At this point the old character pulled the corncob pipe out of his mouth, strolled up to the gathered official and hollered to the bridge tender, “Don’t open that bridge!”

Of course, everyone looked at him in astonishment and asked why. So he explained… “Well, if you open the bridge, it will swing over my property and I say you can’t do that.”

Sure enough, a surveyor confirmed that the bridge would indeed swing over the old man’s property. So the railroad people went back to him to resolve the situation.  They assumed that his price had increased every day during construction.  But, as the story goes, the old man looked them straight in the eye and said… “No siree, gentlemen, the price hasn’t gone up a penny.” Now the railroad officials were truly confused. So he explained, “I’m an old steamboat man who was put out of a job by the railroad and I wouldn’t sell my land to you for any price.” and he stood firm. As a result, they had to cut off a giant piece of the bridge on the left and balance it with a huge block of concrete to shorten the swing. And that, ladies and gentlemen, is a true story. Well, most of it anyway.”
IV. PAUSE 
Look over to your right and you’ll see some barge mooring cells in the river. As we pass them, you might see a ravine that bends back into the hill. Back in the 1830’s, there was a natural cave at the end of the ravine that had a stream of fresh water flowing out of its mouth. It was called Fountain Cave. Explorers would stop at Fountain Cave to fill their canteens with cool artesian water. But the cave had an occupant… a very strange occupant. He was a rather disheveled fellow with one squinty, pig-like eye. He was referred to as “Pig’s Eye.” Pig’s Eye Parrant made his living selling liquor, illegally, to the soldiers at Fort Snelling and to the Indians as well. He was a bootlegger. In 1838 the commandant of Fort Snelling ordered all of the settlers who were squatting on the Fort’s land to move. Many refused to leave. As a result, the commandant moved in with his soldiers and forced 150 families out of their huts. Their homes were burned and the group gravitated down river to the natural landing near Pig’s Eye’s cave. They formed a small community and referred to it as Pig’s Eye.

Three years later in 1841, a young Jesuit priest by the name of Father Lucien Galtier built a small log chapel about a mile down river, about where Robert Street meets the river today. He named it the chapel of St. Paul, and urged the members to refer to the area as St. Paul. So, it was right there by that ravine on the right that St. Paul began and it really was once called Pig’s Eye.
It is said that the very reason St. Paul and most other river cities came to exist can be traced to the steamboat.  Remember, in the 1800s there were no automobiles, trains or airplanes.  The only way to get here was by foot, horse or boat.  From 1847 to 1860 thousands of settlers arrived by steamboat in St. Paul and the population swelled from 1,500 in 1850 to more than 15,000 in 1865.  After the Civil War the steamboat was replaced by the train and almost forgotten.

V.
PAUSE A COUPLE OF SECONDS

Off to the right is a terminal where barges are loaded with grain stored in the large elevators just beyond. Each barge holds fifty thousand bushels of grain. The barges are wired together in tows of three wide and five long, and taken down river as far south as New Orleans. The 15 barges, pushed by one towboat, are equivalent to 225 railroad cars or 900 trucks- obviously barges provide a very cost-efficient, low pollution way to move goods. At the port of New Orleans the grain is pumped into large cargo ships and taken to ports all over the world.

Yes, the boats that push the barges are called “tow boats.”  Originally steamboats pulled rafts full of supplies up the river and became known as towboats.  Years later when pilots discovered that pushing the rafts and later barges was far more efficient the old name stuck and to this day they are called tow boats although mostly they push.

Around the next bend is what used to be the little town of Lilydale. In the early 1990s the entire area was acquired by the Ramsey County Park Department and subsequently transferred to the City of St. Paul. Today it is part of St. Paul’s Lilydale Regional Park.  When Lilydale actually was a small community it was literally a town on wheels.  Virtually all the residents lived on boats or in trailers and would move out for spring floods.  Nearby at Pickerel Lake behind the trees was a brick factory that provided employment and much of the brick for construction in St. Paul.  
VI. PAUSE  
Steamboats played a major role in the early development of communities along the Mississippi River. Hundreds of steamboats were traveling the river every day but the average life of a steamboat in the 1800’s was only about three years. There were several reasons for this short life span. Steamboats at that time had wooden hulls and would often hit rocks or deadheads that would pierce the hull and sink the boats, or sparks from a smokestack flew back on to the boat and set it on fire. But of all the reasons for the sudden demise of the steamboat, the biggest factor was that the steam boilers were very hazardous and would explode frequently.

Steamboating was very competitive. Captains often raced their boats to the next port in hope of getting the preferred cargo. It wasn’t unusual that a captain seeing another boat coming up behind him would grab the speaking tube to the boiler room and yell to the men down there…”Fire up! We’ve got a race coming on.” If he didn’t get enough steam, he might call the cabin boy and say, “Son, go down to the ship’s store, get a keg of lard and roll it to the boiler room. Tell the boys to throw it on the fire. Give me more steam!”
Well, many times, the repeated demands by the captain would exasperate the men in the boiler room to the point where they would put a keg of nails or some other heavy object on the steam safety valve to hold it down. Sometimes the technique would win the race, but often it would cause an explosion and blow the captain, the crew and the boat to Kingdom Come.

The first steamboat on the Mississippi River was called the New Orleans. The steamboat New Orleans survived the greatest earthquake ever felt on the North American continent at New Madrid, Missouri in 1812.  The quake was so strong that it altered the course of the Mississippi. The riverboat New Orleans arrived in the city of New Orleans after its harrowing voyage down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 

The first steel-hulled vessel on the Mississippi was a rafter working on the St. Croix River. It was named the Clyde and it was built in 1870 by the Dubuque Boat and Boiler Works, the same company that built the Jonathan Padelford. The Padelford was their centennial boat built in 1970.
VII.
PAUSE  
Look to your left and you’ll see a green diamond-shaped marker. These signs are all along the shore to tell boaters something they need to know about the river. For instance, they tell boaters which side of the river is deepest. These signs also have numbers on them. The numbers indicate the number of miles this point is from the mouth of the Ohio River near Cairo, Illinois. Cairo is mile marker zero. As you see on the sign we are now 843 miles above the Ohio River on the upper river. The lower river begins at Pilot Town, Louisiana, 95 miles below New Orleans at the Gulf of Mexico and ends at the mouth of the Ohio River at Cairo,Illinois.
The building on the left is the Lilydale Pool and Yacht Club. A very nice private club.

We are about to pass under the Lexington Avenue Interstate 35E Bridge which connects St. Paul on the right to Mendota on the left. Mendota is the Dakota term for “meeting of waters.”  The bridge recently underwent a major renovation.
VIII.
PAUSE  
In the early years of European exploration the famous French explorer Sieur de LaSalle was determined to find the source of the Mississippi River. In 1680 LaSalle sent an explorer named Accue along with a Catholic priest by the name of Father Louis Hennepin up river in search of the river’s source. At a spot about nine miles up stream from where we are now, they found a beautiful waterfall. Father Hennepin stood at the base of the falls marveling at its sheer beauty.  He named the falls after his patron saint, Saint Anthony.  Almost two hundred years later, St. Anthony Falls became the source of  hydropower that made Minneapolis the flour milling capital of the world. St. Anthony  Falls, incidentally, is the only natural waterfalls on the entire navigable section of the Mississippi River from Minneapolis to New Orleans.

The entire area to the left of the boat at one time belonged to France. One of the greatest achievements of Thomas Jefferson, during his term as the third president of the United States, was the negotiations he had with Napoleon Bonaparte of France that culminated in the Louisiana Purchase. The year was 1803.

Two years after the completion of the Louisiana Purchase, the Government sent a young Army lieutenant by the name of Zebulon Pike to this area to find a site for a fort.  They felt a fort was necessary to keep the British fur traders out of the territory and to try to keep peace between two warring Indian tribes, the Dakota and the Ojibwa.

If you look up river, you’ll see the mouth of the Minnesota River on the left.  The land between the two rivers is a large Island. Pike camped on the other end of the island that now bears his name … Pike Island. He determined that the high bluffs overlooking the river would be a logical place for the fort.  Interestingly, the Dakota people revered Pike Island as a sacred place where the world began.
Fourteen years after Zebulon Pike first chose the site for the fort, the first contingent of soldiers arrived to commence work. They came in a flotilla of keelboats led by Lt. Colonel Henry Leavenworth. Unfortunately, Leavenworth continued up the Minnesota River and located his campsite a quarter of a mile above the island on low ground. He called it Cantonment New Hope. The first winter in the camp was extremely severe, and boy do we know what a cold Minnesota winter is like. As a result of mismanagement, poor food and illness, 40 of the soldiers died.

Leavenworth was relieved from his command in the spring and was replaced by a very competent, able soldier, Colonel Josiah Snelling. He was referred to as the “old redhead.” Originally, the fort was called Fort St. Anthony. Snelling’s men began construction on the fort in 1820 and completed it in 1824. General Winfield Scott, Commanding General of the Army, came from the East to inspect the fort. He was so impressed by the job that Snelling had done that he recommended to Congress that they rename the fort, Fort Snelling.

When Zebulon Pike was searching for a site for a fort, he met a French-Canadian fur trader named Jean Baptiste Faribault who was repairing his canoe on Pike Island. In 1826 Faribault’s son-in-law started the American Fur Trading Company about three-quarters of a mile up the Minnesota River at what is now Mendota. A small community developed around the trading post. Trappers brought their furs down the Minnesota River to the trading company. There they were loaded onto keel boats and later onto steamboats and taken to ports all over the world. The Minnesota River was once one of the great fur trade routes of the country.

The Mississippi River has its source at Lake Itasca in northern Minnesota about 445 miles further up stream from here.  The navigable channel of the Mississippi ends in Minneapolis at the Camden Avenue Bridge which is mile marker 857.6, about 13 miles up river from here.  The entire river covers 1,811 miles from Minneapolis to the Gulf of Mexico plus the 445 miles above Minneapolis.  Above Minneapolis you will need a small boat to navigate the shallow water and rapids.
To maintain a minimum nine foot deep channel for commercial boat traffic the U.S. Corps of Engineers built a series of 29 Locks and Dams between Minneapolis and St. Louis.  Some of the locks are used for power generation but most are dedicated to keeping the river level at or above a minimum level safe for towboats and large passenger vessels.  

IX.
PAUSE  
Now, just ahead and high on the bluff is Fort Snelling. If you could count the number of stars on the flag flying above the tower, you would find there are 24. That was the number of states in the Union in 1827. Today, Fort Snelling is considered to be the best example in the United States of an early American fort. The large building in the center is the commandant’s house. It is the oldest existing building in Minnesota. When you visit the fort, you’ll find that life today is recreated to be much as it was nearly 200 years ago.

It was at Fort Snelling that the first steamboat to navigate up the Mississippi River landed on May 10, 1823.  It was called the Virginia and it arrived loaded with supplies for the troops at the fort.

It is interesting to note that at Fort Snelling we had our first school, first church, first library, first hospital, first theater, first orchestra, first jail and first post office. The fort was the center of virtually all of the social life at the time. For the most part, it was led by the commander’s wife, Abigail Snelling.

The fort is built of native limestone quarried nearby and the lumber is from a virgin forest on the Rum River north of Minneapolis.  It was floated down the Mississippi to St. Anthony Falls were it was milled at a newly constructed sawmill.

It’s truly amazing that much of the scenery we have passed today is the same as it was when the early explorers came through here. Today we place great value on the quality of the river and protection of the park lands at its shores. We encourage you to think about the life of this river whenever you see waste material on the ground whether it is at the riverbank, on the street or in your front yard – please remember almost every street in St. Paul drains into the river and that’s where we get our drinking water.
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