Mississippi River Field Trip Worksheet
1. What year did construction on the St. Paul Cathedral begin?  

2. How high above the normal river level is the Smith Avenue High Bridge?

3. What was originally mined in the Wabasha Caves? 
4. Why did the swing of the Omaha Railroad Bridge have to be shortened?
5. What was the community near Fountain Cave called by the settlers who lived in the area?  

6. When was the chapel of St. Paul built and who built it?

7. How many semi trucks would it take to carry the load of 15 barges?

8. What was the biggest factor in the short life span of steamboats in the 1800s?

9. What year was the Louisiana Purchase completed?

10. For what reason do the Dakota people believe that Pike Island is sacred?

11. Which Army Lieutenant chose the site to build Fort Snelling?

12. What year did construction begin on Fort Snelling?

13. Why is the Minnesota River important in the early development of Minnesota?

14. How many miles long is the Mississippi from Minneapolis to the Gulf of Mexcio?

15. What was the name of the first steamboat to land at Fort Snelling?

16. What type of stone was used in the construction of Fort Snelling?

Answers:

1. 1906
2. 126 Feet

3. Silica sand for glass making

4. Because it swung over the property of an old steamboat man who was put out of work by the railroads.

5. Pig’s Eye

6. 1841 by Father Lucien Galtier

7. 225
8. Steam boilers – they exploded frequently

9. 1803

10. They believed that was where the world began

11. Lt. Zebulon Pike

12. 1820

13. It was one of the great fur trading routes of the country

14. 1,811

15. Virginia
16. Limestone

